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People have always come from near and far to volunteer at Wildlife 

Safari, not just for the love of animals, but because they recognize the 

extraordinary place that this park holds in the body and soul of Douglas 

County. Right from the beginning in 1972, docents and volunteers have 

played a crucial role in the creation, building and maintenance of Wildlife 

Safari. Without their unparalleled commitment to make this park a success, 

they never would have been able to rise above the floods, droughts and the 

multiple acts of God ï and man ï that plagued the early years. 

Today, volunteers continue to assist staff in almost every area of the park; not just in 

structural building, but in the education of the public, 

animal care and food prep, they lead tours, serve and 

host at special events, assist the horticulture department 

and fundraise. Docents also provide first-rate 

photography used in national and international ads and 

use their artistic talents to beautify the Village. 

Other valuable services provided by docents and 

volunteers are Animal Watches. For example, 

ñCheetah Watchò is a continuation of 30 years of 

behavioral studies on park-resident cheetahs involved 

in the Cheetah Reproduction Project and plays an 

important role assisting staff in monitoring the health, 

disposition, and behavior of these rare cats. Docents and volunteers assist staff and the veterinary department by monitoring 

ailing and recovering animals. And letôs not forget keeping track of our more mischievous animals ï 

watching over one of our giraffes has become a full-time babysitting job! 

Additionally, while animals are the central focus of Wildlife Safari, 

for our guests, a genuine smile or helping hand from a volunteer or 

staff member can make the difference between a mediocre visit 

and leaving a lasting positive impression of our park. Yes, docents 

and volunteers play an integral role in keeping Wildlife Safari a 

first-class accredited and international destination. We are ever 

grateful for the love and determination of our docents and 

volunteers! 

 

 

Six-year docent Felix Raddatz, 
helped  make our cheetah ódog 
housesô and has been involved in 
many building projects. 

Long-time docent 
from the 1970s, 
Lucile Beck, helped  
in the petting zoo 
and in other areas of 
the park. 

Fourteen-year docent Jana  
Novak, is an expert ñCheetah 
Watch.ò Here she takes a mo-
ment to play with 3 cubs she 
helped to raise after their mother 
rejected them at 8 weeks. 

Seven-year docent Wanda 
Rime, gives a beloved teddy 
bear a checkup during last yearôs 
Teddy Bear Picnic. 

For more information on becoming a docent or volun-
teer, see our website at:  
www.wildlifesafari.net/docent_volunteer_program.asp 

In the 1970s, docents and volun-
teers help to build the Village 
Gibbon Pond. 


