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By Darlene Alexander 

The hippopotamus is the third-largest living 
land mammal after elephants and white 
rhinos, making them a popular attraction at 
any zoo. Our hippo is no exception! But our 
hippo exhibit needed some real work; it had 
been overrun with berry bushes making it 

difficult for visitors to see “Blippo.” Fencing 
also needed replacement and repairs were 
needed on the barn. In mid-2010, the park 
received a generous donation from Jim 
Mendenhall specifically to renovate the hippo 
exhibit.  

The renovation took about a year and a half, 
but what a difference! Safer fencing, a second 
pond (for another hippo - arriving spring 
2012!), and the disappearance of all the berry 
bushes has resulted in a cleaner and a far 
easier way to see the hippo.  

On September 21, 2011, Wildlife Safari 
dedicated another new animal viewing feature 
in the Village - the Lion Lookout !  

Once viewed from only the Drive-Thru, you 
can now see the lions from a new perspective, 
offering a view of the west side of the lion’s 
exhibit.  

The Lion Lookout 
was a community 
project made 
possible in part by 
the Umpqua and 
Roseburg Lions 
Clubs, United 
Commercial 
Travelers, Pinnacle-
Western, Inc., Rick Valley, Levi Van Slyke, 
Dave Bass, and Safari staff. 

The Lion 
Lookout is 
located in the 
lower Village, on 
the east side of 
the  lemur 
exhibits. 

The reno-
vated 
hippo 
pond with 
a safer 
and much 
better look. 
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The Ladies Auxiliary of Wildlife Safari (LAWS) hosted 
its 16th benefit dinner and auction on August 25, 2011. 
The event was sponsored by the Coen-Leonard-Palm 
Group of D.A. Davidson & Co.  

The benefit is the Safari’s 
largest yearly fundraising 
event and contributes 
important backing for 
continuing growth. This 
year’s event was in honor of 
Tiki, Wildlife Safari’s 

matriarch and multi-talented 
elephant who passed away in 
October 2010. A portion of the 
proceeds from the auction will 
help support the future of the 
elephant program. 

The elephants were center-stage 
with George handing out roses and charming the guests. 

Senior elephant keeper Katie 
Alayan narrated a touching 
slideshow featuring Tiki and the 
profound 
effect she has 
had on her 
keepers, her 

friends, and the progression of the 
elephant program. One-
of-a-kind auction items, 
numerous animal 
guests including 
cheetah ambassador 
Taini, a wonderful buffet, and African-style music 
provided by Shamwari Marimba Band, all contributed to 
an unforgettable and productive benefit. 
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The Frank Hart Society honors donors who have 
been instrumental in the creation and growth of the 
park through cash donations or through planned 
gifts, such as bequests. Wildlife Safari is incredibly 
grateful for the support of all of our donors and of 
those who have chosen to remember us in their 
estate plans; the Frank Hart Society gives us an 
opportunity to say thank you for these gifts.  

The theme of this year’s dinner was “A Legacy for 
Cheetahs.”  One of Frank Hart’s primary objectives 
in creating Wildlife Safari was to preserve and 
protect the cheetah, and to share this passion with 
the world.  With 163 cheetah births since 1973, 
Wildlife Safari has achieved the Harts' dream of 
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As part of Wildlife Safari’s 
commitment to the community and 
beyond, Wildlife Safari and Umpqua 
Insurance Agency were proud to 
present the first annual DreamNight 
at the Zoo on June 3, 2011. 
DreamNight is a global event that 
began in 1996 at the Rotterdam Zoo 
as a special outing for chronically and 
terminally ill children and their 
families. Guests were treated to a free 

evening of activities that 
included close encounters with 
our animal friends, face 
painting, camel and train rides, 
games and crafts, and an 
abundance of sweet treats. 
Even some celebrity visitors 
showed up to join in the fun; 

the Duck and Beaver mascots from University of Oregon 
and Oregon State University played with the children and 
gave lots of hugs.   

Wildlife Safari was the only facility in the Pacific 
Northwest to host 
DreamNight at the Zoo in 
2011, so children and their 
families from all of 
Oregon were invited to 
attend. 

Village staff spearheaded 
the idea to participate in 
DreamNight and invited 
the community to share in sponsoring the event. A big 
thanks to all the organizations, Safari staff and Docents, 
who all gave from their heart to provide a magical and 
memorable evening for the children and their families.  

becoming a leading, first-class cheetah breeding 
facility. But there is still much work to be done to save 
this incredibly elegant cat. Support, such as what 
comes from generous 
donors, keeps the 
Hart’s vision alive and 
keeps us progressing 
towards the 
conservation and 
preservation of 
endangered species. 

If you would like more 
information about the 
Frank Hart Society , 
please contact us at 
541-679-6761x230. 

A highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of a memorial to the 
Hart’s  dream. The project was 
lovingly donated by Safari Docents. 
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The Privileges of Membership! 
If you know someone who loves the park as much 
you do, help share the good news about the 
benefits of memberships! Memberships make 
terrific birthday, anniversary and holiday gifts.  

NEWSFLASH! Members will now receive sneak 
previews of new exhibits and animal encounters!  
This includes a members only week-long preview 
into the new Australian Exhibit from March 17-22, 
2012! 

Basic Memberships  

SINGLE  (1 adult)    $75.00 ����

DUAL  (2 adults)    $80.00 ����

FAMILY  (2 adults + 5 children)   $99.00 

Club Memberships  

KEEPER’S Club (2 adults, 5 children, 3 guests) $150 .00 

CURATOR’S Club (2 adults, 5 children, 4 guests) $25 0.00 

DIRECTOR’S Club (2 adults, 5 children, 5 guests) $5 00.00 

FOUNDER’S Club ����2 adults, 5 children, 6 guests) $1000.00 

Please see our website for detailed info on Members hips. ����

���������	�
�����
������������� �
There will be more purring in the Village 
when Mesa the cougar gets a new 
roommate. Johnny is a 6-year old cougar 

from Oregon, and  will be on exhibit in the 
Lois Jordan Wild Americas exhibit with 
Mesa. Look for Johnny’s debut in November 
2011. 

Mesa enjoying the cool grass.  
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Wildlife Safari’s 40th 
Anniversary is coming up in 
spring 2012!! Prepare for a 
birthday party like no other 
with many surprises AND the 
opening of the Australian Walkabout! Staff 
have plans to make this party a momentous 
event to celebrate Wildlife Safari’s amazing 
resilience in overcoming the most unforgiving 
circumstances, to become a first-rate 
destination and zoological facility. Stay tuned 
for more information in the coming months. 

Lulubell is a friendly pot-bellied pig that is 
now calling Wildlife Safari home. This smart 
little pig (well, 80 lb worth) is also harness-

trained so soon visitors will see her being 
walked in the Village. Staff is working with 
Lulubell, hoping she will be the next star in 
the animal shows. When she’s not in serious 
training, Lulubell will join other animals in the 
Petting Zoo. 

Visitors may notice that Fred the alligator has 
company… Meet Kiaku, a 6 year-old, 3 foot -

long American 
alligator who 
outgrew his habitat 
in our Education 
department. The 
logical place for 
him was to join 
Fred in his outdoor  

exhibit. Kiaku is currently in a separate 
enclosure so he and Fred can get 
acquainted. Come by and say hello!  

Village Supervisor, Crista Campbell, shares a 
snack with lovable Lulubell. 
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A publication for members of  
Wildlife Safari, Winston, OR 

541-679-6761 
www.wildlifesafari.net  

Staff Writer/Editor/Photographer:  
Darlene Alexander 

Special thanks to park staff who  
contributed to the articles in our newsletter 

Unless noted, photos were taken by Darlene Alexander 
Nov 2011 
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Safari Game Search Foundation 
Wildlife Safari 

PO Box 1600 
Winston, Oregon 97496 
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2012  

February 16 Love & Murder Dinner Party at Country Club 
(LAWS)  

February 18, 19 Southern Oregon Disc Golf  

March 17-22  Grand opening of Australian Walkabout – 
MEMBERS ONLY  

March 23  
onward  

Australian Walkabout – Open to the  
public  

March 26-29 Children’s Spring Camp 

April 28 Celebrate Children Day 

May 13 Mother’s Day - DT is free to Moms with one 
paid admission 

May TBD Wine Release – Pick up wine from Reustle-
Prayer Rock Vineyards, 5:30 pm 

May 19 Teddy Bear Picnic  

May 21 Day of Discovery 

May 25 Begin Memorial Day weekend hours,  
Village stays open till 6:00pm 

For more information and times for upcoming events, 
please call Guest Services at 541-679-6761, x210, or 
see our website at: www.wildlifesafari.net 
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�� - some of 
the best animal 
viewing at Wild-
life Safari is in the 
fall and winter 
months. With 
cooler tempera-
tures animals are 
more active and 
this presents great 

photo opportunities. So bring your camera and 
we’ll be seeing you on the savannah! 


